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Professor Hart of
Harvard Dissects
the Secretary of
War and Turns
Light of History
on Mr. Baker's
NowFamousCom:-
parison Between
Mexican Bandits
and Ou; Soldiers
of thefRévolution

By ALBERT BUSHNELL HART, |
Professor of History at Harvard.
EWTON DIEHL BAKER was
N interspersed In the “Who's |
Who" of 1913 between two |
eminent men of that name, Moses
Nelson Baker, the high authority on |
munieipal engineering., and Orlando |
Harrison Baker, consul at various for. |
egn ports. At that time XNewton
Dieh! Baker was Mayor of Cleveland; |
previously eity solicitor of Cleveland
for ten years; previously nrh-nt‘ue-
retary to Postmaster-General Wilson
for e year: hence his twelve lines
of undying fame In “Who's Who." He
wip generally supposed to owas his
sevation to his conection with Mayor
Ten Johnson of Cleveland, a man
with red blood If aver there aras ons,
After ceaning to ba Mayor of Cleve-
mad In 1014, after & two
yoar ferm, Newton D. Baker
walted for the lightning to
strike him, meantimes preser¥ing
bl reputation of past mastersin “get-
tag out the vote.” The name of New-
ten D. Baker was a spell in Cleveland,
Columbus and Cincinnati, cities which
onoe Were as sure Republiéan as Mark
mana of Cleveland and Boss Cox of

Cincinnatl. Getting out whose vote?
Here begins the coincidence which re- '
sulted In Newton D. Baker occupying
a place from which a slam on the
Revolutlonary Army could be felt.
Becretary Lindley M. Garrison, a
stmightforward, able, <onsclentious
Becretary of War, wanted to see his
country protected by an adequate mil-
ftary forve. Congress substituted for )
his plan what has since proved to be
a weak, trifling and miserable ays-
tem, which prescrved most of the de-'
fects of the old miltia and furnished
©me new ones. |
President Wilson sympathized with |
Garrison, but discovered that the
psvelhien] moment had come when it
was undemocratic to oppose the will
of the sovercign people of the Unlied
States am expressed through thelr
elected representatives. Henve, on
that issiie, Garrison resigned February
10, 1816, rather than to undertake to
work what hes believed to be an un-
workable plan. President Wilson de-
plored, exactly as he deplored Secre-
tary Bryan's departure; but he sur-
vived both shocks,

Hore was the golden opportunity for
the Administration of efficlency, which
hsd suffered some hard knocks. For
ingtance, 1t was loaded up with Secre-
tery Redfield, within whose Jurisdic-
tlon was the Inspection of passenger
steamers on the Great Lakes. A gilor-
lous opportunity came to Secreiary
Nedfleld when the steamer Lastland
July 24, 1915, capaized in the Chicago
River, performing the unexampied
fedt of & steamer thirty feet high
turning over and drowning more than
a thousand people In fifteen fect of
water. The Becretary of Commerce
could show the country how careful
hls Department was of the lives of
Americans; how strict and searching
wore the rules of his Department; how
awift the penalty inflicted upon in-
spectors who falled to do thelr duty;
how eager the Department was to col-
lsot Information which would lead to
the prosecution of the murderers of
the Eastland victims. \

Di4 Becrstary Redficld show the dia-
mond brain and the iron will and the
marbls hand 1n this crisis? Far from
it; he practically Indorscd the defencs
of the inspectors, which was that when
they certified that the Lastland was
“seaworthy,” they meant thut she was
meaworthy when at sea. If slie had
turned turtle on Lake Michigan, they
would have been grieved; but
when, by the Joint and crim-
Inal  fauit of the owners and
the nfMcers of the steamer, she luy
down sidewlse in the Chlcugo River,
that wan a trick which had not been
coyered by the rules; and therefore the
inspectors discluimed reaponsibility for
this dreadful disaster,

While Secretary Redfield was try-
Ing to cool off the burning public sen-
timent, President Wilson made & ape-
eific request (or direction, It you
thaone 80 to put it. that Redfield should
cause a thorouth investigation fo be
made. The Secretary promised to make
that investigation. It his mever been
made. Some Presldents—say Theo-
dors Roosevelt—would have requested
& delinquent Cabinet officer like that

Is still Becretary of Commerce fftsen
months after this exhibition of his
incapactty,

Meanwhile, where does Newion D.
Baker coms Int Hs comes Into the
Waz Department under date of March
6, 1010, Maroh 4, 1914, was & date of

| A few officers

| mon gave the opporti: 1y o

| denignating

to “put up or shut up.” Mr. Redfield |’
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SECRETARY BAK
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because !t came In a period when the '
people of the Unlited States were at
last aroused to the fact that they were
undefended aguinst modern means and |
dimensions of warfare, ns shown by |
the ferocity and magnitude of the!
great Buropean war.

Our army was both costly and In-
adequate. The Navy and the War
departments were cumbered with red
tape and a bureau organization fur
which Congreas was chiefly responsible,

were attemmpting to
arouss the country to a sense of Its
military weakness and (he dangers of
the future. The Secretary of War was
head bf the service, which comprised

several thousand «lvillans, over 5,000
,commissioned officer-s and #2000 en-
Jlsted men. The = <vier vas always

technical, and the deman’s upon the
orgunization were doahiled by the sud-
den development of the militury art.

The retlremont of Secretnry Garrls
the I'res-
Ident to place at the qend of the War
Department clther an oxpert in war
or an expert In handling great num- |
bera of meny The time was ripe for
military man; other!
countries tnke miitory and naval of-
ficers out of active service to Nl th)
positions of Mipisters of War and
Marine, |

The first Secrotury of War of the
United Stutes, Knox, was a soldier.
Gen. Grant was Sccretary of War, ad
interim for five months In 1867, Gen.
Rawline was Secretary of War for a,
time under Grant. Or, If the country
could mot bear the shock of seving a
soldler in charge of the soldiering de-
partment, was there no former officer
to be found? Had mo man In Houso
or Senate made the army his study for
years? Was no juhist or publoist ex-
pert In that fleld?

Apparently no such man could be|
digcovered In the ranks of the Demu-|
cratlc party. Then why not select a
man of vast experlence in dirucﬂng'
men and affalrs, such a man ar James
J. Hiil, a man who could break through |
the mouldy traditions of the War!
OfMce and whose skill, Integrity and
national reputation would carry the
country with him? |

Apparently no such, man as that
was wanted; for in this period of na-
tional tension and potential national
danger the Pregident melected Newton
D. Baker of Cleveland. Mr. Baker's
abliitlen are undoubted; by some ac-
counts ha was a creditable Mayor of
an !mmenses and diMoult ecity,

Nevertheless ha was not appointsd
hecausa of any administrative quali-
tles but bocause of hily supposed abil-
ity to carggy’ the SBtate of Ohlo for the
Democratic ticket; which Is perhaps
the reason why the Old Guard of the
Republicans In Ohlo s now reported
to be shivering In lin shoes. Aa Ap-
alulant Becretary of War the President
selected an ex-Mayor of Portland, Me,,
whoss expert knowledge of the mili.
tary art was thus established for the
Arst Lime,

Secretary DBaker (s tha Presidont’'s
Secretary of War; lhe Is not expected
to put in his time In trying to reor-
ganize his department and the army 8o
as to make them adequate for the
pressing necesaities of his country.
Just now he Is making campalgn
speeches. The practice s In tself
unobjectionable; a man who bellevea
in his political ¢hieftain ought to be
willing to speak for him. The only
trouble is that Becrelary Baker hos
spoken once too often,

In a recent address at Jersey Cily
he Is reported to have pald his re-
specits to the Mevolutionary soldiers.

It is of no umse to quote the Becretary
of War, because he saya that the pub-
lished reports are inaccurate; hut he
doen not supply & text of his remarks
which could be pamlieled with the
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“The Spirit of "76."

Mexzican bandits and the soldiers ol[nudtm: was aa persistent throughout | up to & work nor stand exposed In a'a most nmazing expense;: nor are the

tha Revolution which wns unnuror-._lhg seven years fighting ns were tne | pliin: though they, too, wera liable to

able to the American pitriots, |

It i# not quite clear from the reporta
whether Baker meant to argue that
our tevolutioniry ancestors  were
rough but the right kind of men und
therefors that the Mexicans are justi-
fled in thelr pecullar methods of war-
fare, or whether the Sccretary argued
that the Mexicans are & bad lot who
learned thelr art of war from reading
books aubout the Amerlean Revolution,
There I8, however, a very clear lssue |
in the whole matter, namely that Sec-
retary Baker, a high officlal of the
United States Government and the !
present head of the army of the Unl-
ted Btates, publicly takea the ground |
that the first army of the United
Stiutes was mude up of, or at least
contalned a large number of, scoun- |
drels of the deepest dye, who burned, |
ravaged, robbed and murdered their
own countrymen, |

Are there any proofs of this amas- |
Ing semi-ofticial statement? It sounds |
an though Secretary Baker's acquaint- |
ange with the literature on the Amer- |
fean wmoldiera of thé Revolution was
confined to some of the modern de-
fences of the British cnuse, One of
the most splteful is Henry Belcher's
“The First American Clvil War," pub-
lished in London in 1911, Kven he|
draws it mild on the question of rob-
bery by the troops, Ho adds:

“The condition of ths men helng
thus that of unmitigated privation,
they often got out of hand. They
plundered friend and fos allke. The
patriot  farmer and the loyalist
patroon allke drove into hiding the
contents of byre and pen and hen roost
on the approach of the Continental
forces. The visit of troops was as If
a simoon had swept over the farm-

{

slead; even the straw had grne te
furnish & temporary bed. This wma-

)
'

cuntinued Impotence of Congress and
the ineradicable greediness of dishon-
vsly of contractors.”

Heloher's acqunintancs with Amerl-
can conditions amd his serupulous ad-
herence to moderate forms of state-
ment are revealed In another gquatation
a Httle further on: It appears that
births In American familics ageregated
commonly twenty or twenty-five chil-
dren to each couple of parents, yet the

number that reached adolescence was |

small."

Another more vitriolle book of the |

same type In Arthur Jolinston's “Myths
and Facls of the Ameriean Hevolu-
tion,” written by & British Canadian,

an intensa defender of the loyalists,

and  published in Teronto Im 1405,
Among his flowera of rhetorle are the
following:

“So great had been the doarth of
recruity, even In the very centre of
digafection, that it had been found
necessary to enlist negroes (slave as
wiell as free), boys unable to bear
arms, old men unfit to endurs the fa-
tigucs of the campalgn and desertars
from the British ranks, the Iatter
belng enticed away for that pur-
ose, ® © ©

"Such men as these, when perauaded
or hired to anlist, made bhut Indifferent
soldiers ®* * * and, as a last deviee, con-
weription won resorted to. For these

and otlier causes the army of the Hev- |

olutlon was never an  effective
one, * * ¢
“The regular, or so-called Continen-

tal troops, * * * were Infected by the
#pirit of desertion, * ®* * though they
were plunderers of friend as well as
foe: though they were rlotous, llcen-
tlous and mutinous (0 an alarming ex-
tent; though Yor & long period they
could not be brought to march boldly

b selzend by panics, ® ® ® yot, by means
ol the imdefatigable perseverance of
| thelr Commander tn Chlef, alded by
trained Buropean drill masters, by the
sridital weeding out of such of the
| offieers as had been eclected by their
| men, not for their military abilities,
| but  becauses they were lenlent and
cven subservient to them; the Cons
y HUnental levies at length were monlded
;mr-. w force that was efficlent as an
ixillary tn the more highly trained
troops of France,”

It Secreiary Baker had confined him-
If to eriticism of the American army

 army or iis officers, or ita Commander
in Chief or its men, but agalnst its
militin svstem, which wis the ocurse
of the war. No one was more ‘nwnre
of the lanck of training, discipiine and
eeprit de corps than Gen. George
| Washington, whose letters abound in
Ldenunciatione of the whale system.
For Instange, he wrote In 1778:

“Short enlistments, when founded
on the bhest plan, are repugnant o
order nnd subyversive of discipline; and
men held upon such terms will never
be equal to the important ends of war .
hut when they are of the valunterr
kind they are stlll more destruc-
tive, ® * @

“Theee who engage In arms under
that denominatlon, let them agres npon
Fwhat conditions they may, nre uneasy,
Impatient of command, up;:u\'t-muhlp.
amd clalming to themselves a sort of
superior merit, generally nssume not
only the privilege of thinking but of

dong as they pleasge; added to these |

consliderations, such corps are long In
forming, and half of their time Is tnken
,up In marching to and from camp at

@ L J

fvon Steaben,

for its wretched military organlza- |
tion and Iack of efMlclency he might
ave made a case—nct against the

-
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Injurles to which a country ls exposed
by the frequent marching and connter.
miarching of men to be disregurded
® e % Ina word, sir, T cannot ad-
vige 1he volunteer plan, as I concelve
the sdoption of It would have the most
fatal and pernlelons tendency.”

If Secretary Baker had eaid that
Congress und the States during the
tevolntion insisted on o deplorabie
system of rolsing men for the army,
which but for the ald of the French
wotlld have ecollupsed, he would have
uttered . wholesome truth  expecinlly
usefi] ot this moment. On that polnt
there are plonty of witnesses outajde
of Washington, for instance, Gen
who on his arrival In
1778 discovered that:

“The eternnl ebh and fow of men
engnged  for three, six and nine
menths who went and came every
dany  rendered it impossible to have
cither a regiment or 4 company coms-
plete; und the words company, regl-
ment, brignde and division were so
viague that they did not convey any
Idea upon which to form a ealoulation,
cither of a particular corps or of the
army in general. They were so uns
equal In thelr number that It would
have boen Impossihle to execute any
manmeuvres, Bometimes o regiment
wis stromger than a briguade, I have
secn i regiment conslsting of thirty
men  amnd 0 company of one cor-
poral, * * @

“The soldiers were scattered ahout
in every direction, The army was
looked upon us o nursery for servants,
nnd every one deemed It hig right to
have o valet; several thousand sol-
diers were employed In this  way.

“The majority of the States engaged
.mplr noldiers for from fpur to six
!mionths, Each man who' went baok
"took hla musket with him, and his
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| succéasor received another from the

publie store, No captain kept a book.

Accounts were never furnished or re-

quired. As oy army s, thank Geod,

i little subject desertion, 1 venture
| to say that during an entire campalgn

=R'S TWISTED VISION OF THE SPIRIT OF ‘76

The Exact Facts
Concerning Con.
ditions in the Con-.
tinental Army Are
Presented by Em-
inent Writer, Who
Also Discusses
Some Events~in
History Much
MoreRecent Than
the Revolution

of thelr camp life are full of humanity
and pollsh. They are as much like the
Mexlcan comanders of the present day
as the Chevaller Bayard was lilke- a
Turkish bashi-basouk.

There was a fleld of operations Ia
which persons who assumed (0 repres
sent both sides wers gullty of excesses
that ran into barbarity. That was the
border ground between British and
American armles |ylng near each
other. The zone between New York
and West Point, was filled with ma-
rauders, who were part of nelther
army. BSouth Carolina, after the sec-
ond British Invasion, was In a fear-
ful state of partisan warfare between
troops regularily enrolied; between ir-
regular companies out of touch with
headquartars; and between groups of
bandits who plundered the other alde
by preference, but were a curse lo
their own friends. Many wers the
excessés on both sides, and on neither
side are those excespes chargeabls to
the armies or their leaders,

The animus of. the charge of Sece
retary Baker, {s that the organized
armry of the United States was as Ire
responsible and inhuman as the see
called mrmies of Carranza and Vilia
Two British forces were captured In
the course of the war; those of Bur=
goyme and Cornwallis. The prisoners
then made, as well ap thoss made iIn
other fights, were treated with hu-

there have not heen twenty muskets
' lost since my system came into
force. ® ©® »

| “With regard to their military dis-
| efpline, T ean safely say no such thing
| existed. In the first place thére was
| no regulnr formation. A so-called regi-
ment was formed of three platoons,
anothe? of five, eight and nine, and the
Canadinn regiment of twenty-one. The
formation of the regiments was as
varied as thelr mode of drill, which
only consisted of the munual exer-
clse.”

That thls Iack of proper discipline, |

eaused by rapid change of recrults and
the election of ofMcers by their own
men, occaxlonally ran to excesses |s
not to be denled, In 1777 Washington
wrote to Gov, Livingston:

“Their officers are generally of the
lowest class of the people; and, ine
stead of setting a good example to
their men are leading them Into every
kind of mischief, one species of which
I« plundering the fnhabltants under
the pretence of thelr being Torles. A
law should, in my opinion, be passed
to put a stop to this kind of lawlenn
rapine; for unless there (s something
done to prevent [t the people will
I!hruw themselves »f choice into the
hiunds of the Hritish troops. But your
]-Ih]i"'l ghould be n well regulated mill-
tie law. The people, put under good
ofivers, would behave in quite another
|m.a|:nrr and not only render real ser-
| yvice as snldlers but would protect in-
| gtond of distressing the (nhabltants”
| One cause for great disorder waa the
| system of selzing speoitic supplles In
critien! periods of the war, without
which the army would have gone to
| pleces for lack of food. Certificates
aere given for these supplles, but It
was more than ten years before they
wepe cashed. 1t s this selzure of
supplies in the immediate neighbor-
hood of the field of war, a system
probably practized by every army in
the Held In Burope to-day, which
gives color to the charge that the
American army looted right and left.

As for outrages on the civil popule-
tlon. for the most part the American
armies wegp in a friendly country in
all thelr campalgns; and the tempta-
tion to robibery or brutality was small.
The cases that occurred were contrary
to orders, and subjected the gulity
man to penaities such as are recorded
by Burgeon James Thatcher, who
wrota in 1780:

“Death has been infilcted in a few
nstances of an atrocious nature, but
in general, the punishment consists
in a public whipping, and the number
of stripes is proportioned to the de-
gree of offence. In aggravated cases,
and with old offenders, the culprit 1s
wentenced 1o receive one hundred
lishes, or more, In somae instances
of jpneorrigible villains, it is adjudged
by the eourt that the culprit recelve
lis . punishiment at several different
times, a certain number of stripes
repeated at intervaly of two or three
davs, In which case the wounds are
in a state of Inflammation and the
skin rendered more sensibly tender,
and the terror of the punishment Is
areatly aggravated, Another mode of
punishment s that of running the
gantlet,” .

This testimony brings out one of the
many  startling  differences  between
Gione Villa and Gen, Washington, One
prders his men 1o rob and murder; the
other, by the sternest orders and the
soverest  punishments, recalled  the
wiayward nnd the undisciplined to their
duty to thelr army and their people.

tilution, torture, rapine, violence to
women and murder of nen-combatants
are the breath of life to Vilin and his
crew, nnd were almost unknown In
the annals of the NMevolutionary army.

Mrs, Esther Need, who founded what
we should now enll a Red Cross soclety
for the soldiers, wne not aware of any
of thesa outrnges which either hor-
rifty or pmuse Beeretary Baker, Mme,
Rirdesel, wife of o commander of Cers
man mercenarica and captured with
him ot Baratoga, records the consld-
erntion with which she was recelved
by Cien, Schuyler; and in all her ex-
perlences in Cambridge and afterward
at Charlottesville, Vao., discovered no
Villag in the Amerlcan armi,

Posterity knows the American mill-
tary lenders, Washington, Putnam,
Morgan, (intes, Behuyler, Greene and
i score of others, who wera bolh brave
and merciful. Even the traltor and
embeszler, Arnold, was a gentleman In
the field, The glimpees that we have

-

Anotler cogent difference I8 that mu-

| manity. Many even of the detested
| Hesslans settled in the couniry after
| the war was over, and their descend-
ants are still here, cordially accepted
as fellow-citizens,

| An American army occupled most
of Canada for eseveral months; an
American force ralded the British
| West Indla port, New 1'royidence; the
| Virginla Tircops under Ge Rogers
| Ciark captured the British post of Vin«
,cennes, In no case are thers charges
of the murder of prisoners and nons
combatants, such ap s the regular
1 day’s work of the Mexican revolution=
| Iste,

| And what was the American army
| agalnat which the oMclal head of the
| present American army brings charges
lof riot and rapine? It was the army
which attracted such noble epirits as
Lafayette, who was honored to ac-
cept the friendship of ita ofMicers and
|to assume high command. It was the
army with which Rochambeau and the
French allles cooperated In the fnal
vietory of Yorklown. It was the army
which faced the Hritish through the
terrible winter of 1777-1778. S8omehow
the few thousand men in winter quar-
ters at Valley Forge, hall fed, half
clothed, poorly armed, badly disciplined,
inrsubordinate to thelr Immediate offi-
cers, foraging In the countryside for
their dally bread and food for their
animals, was a better army than the
experienced regular redcoat regiments
under Howe, lylng a few miles away in
thelr snug cantonfnents in Philadel-
phin

When, a century hence, soms Sec-
retary of War goes back to the news-
paper accounts of the call of the mill-
tia to serve on the Mexican frontler
in 1818 he will tell the world that In
the era of Newton D. Baker, then the
higheat official of the American army,
American militlamen broke into bake
shops and helped themselves to food.
Perhaps the oMclal will deduce from
such peccadilloes that the soldiers were
part of an army of braggarts and
thieves.

Let it bs remembered In that time,
as it should be remembered at this
day. that evesfy Army, even Cromwell's
Ironsides, Btonewall Jackson's brigade
and Sherman's veterans, containa some
men who would loot If they got the
chance. No army, no War Depart.
ment ought to be measured by e
poorest material. The vital question is,
What has been the policy and purpose
of the officera and the controlling ine
fluences™ Most of the organized Mex«
lcan forces for a hundred years past
fave murdered prisoners, havs |1l used
foreigners, have stolen private prope
erty, and in many cases have de-
scended to the most abominable out.
rages and exceases,

To place on an equality Mexican
military forces which avre saturated
[rom commander to camp follower
with the spirit of rapme agninst the
Revolutlonary army of ususlly hue
mape men, commanded by officers of
character, however loosely organized
and disciplined, i= like comparing &
dance hall with a Y, M, C. A. There
are some mecale In all socleties, What
Is the proportion? IHow far are they
kept under? That s the Issue,

From atlll another polnt of view
Secretary Baker's Insulting comparl=
son slams against a stone wall. Ville
Is a diagraced commander, who was
able to keep the feld during the period
when he was allowed to receive munl.
tlons from the United Btales, which
were withheld from his rivids, The
only exploit of Villa in which we are
vitally affected was a- raid against a
United States past, which lasted a few
hours. The men of Valley 1Yorge, un
the other hand, whom Secrelary
Baker holds so cheap, were part of the
aggregation which defeated the Eng-
lish army and navy, wrested [ndepend-
ence and divided the Dritish Empire.

It 18 fashlonable nowadays to scale
down the military reputalions of
Washington and his associates, TLat,
it never be forgotten that those crude
and chaotlc regiments held thelr lines
in the face of a great European na-
tion; that the  Americans defeated
Burgoyne, defeated Howe, and, with
the ald of the French, defeated Corne
wallls; that man for man they were
hetter than the redcoats; and general
for general ‘they were better than the
picked commanders of England, The
men at Valley Forge will ba remem.
bered and honored centurles after the
personnel of the present War Depart
ment has’sunk Into “innocuous desuss
tude®
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